A PARENTS GUIDE TO BCT’S YOUTH
AUDITION & CASTING PROCESS
Welcome to Buffalo Community Theater!
This is a quick overview of the process of auditioning for a BCT youth production.
We would like this to be a rewarding experience whether or not your child is
cast.
There is a place for every child and every family member who wants to be
involved in creating this production. A show does not come together without an
entire community of volunteers.

Thank you for joining us today!
-

The BCT Youth Production Support Committee
The Process

For a BCT youth production, you can generally expect the following:
Auditions
Callbacks
Announcing the cast
Read-thru
Rehearsals

Technical rehearsals
Dress rehearsals
Performances
Strike

If your child is offered a part, before accepting there are a few things you
should make sure that:
1.) Your family can commit the time and energy to rehearse almost nightly and
practice music and choreography at home.
2.) You’ve double checked all required rehearsals and performances.
3.) All actor conflicts are noted on the audition form. It’s important to be honest
and let the staff know of conflicts in advance. (The rehearsal schedule is
based on those conflicts.)

Remember your child does not have to be onstage to be involved. If your
family has evening conflicts we encourage you to be involved in the creative
process offstage. There is a place in this production for everyone.

A PARENTS GUIDE (CONT’D)
Callbacks
Our staff will hold another set of auditions after the initial round, called
“callbacks.” At callbacks the staff may ask certain auditioners to sing
again, read another scene, dance some more or any combination of these.
They will often ask pairs or groups of actors to read scenes to see how
different combinations of actors work together (often referred to as
“chemistry”).
If some kids aren’t invited to callbacks, they may think they did something
wrong or are not being considered for a part. This may or may not be the
case. The staff may just need to see more from some actors.

Announcing the Cast
The announcement of the cast can be a
difficult time since the role offered may not
meet your child’s expectations or they may
not have been cast. You know your child
best and how to comfort them.
We ask you to trust the staff’s judgement.
They are casting an ensemble, not just one
or two “lead” roles.
It’s important for
everyone to understand that the production
must work together as a whole - not as
individual parts that seem less or more
important than others.
Please know that everyone’s contribution is
important and valued and there are many
opportunities to be involved besides
onstage.

“There are no small parts,
only small actors.”
-K. Stanislavski

Did You Know..?
✮ For every volunteer onstage
there are about three volunteers
offstage.
✮ Musical theater brings the arts
together in one comprehensive
place.
- The design and creation of
sets, costumes and props
integrate the visual arts.
- Integrating sound and
lighting explores the use of
technology.
- Box office volunteers learn
social skills and hospitality.
✮ Whether your child helps
create sets, props, or costumes,
learns about tech, or assists in
the box office; the best part of a
musical is that everyone can be
involved!

